
 

 

        

Every child is a flower with unique beauty: Dear children, dear parents, Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen! I welcome you 
here in the Vatican. I am pleased to see your faces, and I can read in your eyes that you are happy to stay a while with me. Your 
home is called “Sonnenschein,” that is, “sunshine.”  I can imagine why those responsible chose this name. Because your home 
seems like a magnificent field in bloom in the sunshine, and you are the flowers of that House! God created the world with a 
great variety of flowers in every color. Each flower has its own beauty, which is unique. And each one of you is beautiful in 
God’s eyes, and He loves you.                              
This makes us feel the need for God: thank you! Thank you for the gift of life, for all creatures! Thank you for Mum and Dad! 
Thank you for our families! And thank you for the friends of the “Sonnenschein” Centre!                                                    
Saying this “thank you” to God is a beautiful prayer. God likes this way of praying. Then you can also add a little question. For 
example: Good Jesus, could you help Mum and Dad in their work? Could you give a little comfort to Grandma, who is sick? 
Could you provide for all the children in the world who have nothing to eat? Or: Jesus, I pray to you to help the pope to guide 
the Church well. If you ask with faith, the Lord will certainly listen to you.                                                                   
Finally, I express my gratitude to your parents, your companions, to the president of the Region and all those present. Thank 
you for this beautiful initiative and for your commitment to the children entrusted to you. Everything that you have done to just 
one of these little ones, you have done to Jesus! I remember you in my prayer. May Jesus bless you always and Our Lady keep 
you. The Holy Father received at the Vatican, the young children of the Sonnenschein center for Autism in Austria. 
 

Combating pharmaceutical poverty: I would like to thank the President of the Banco Pharmaceutics Foundation for his kind 

words. As he reminded me, this year marks the 20th anniversary of the birth of Banco Pharmaceutics: best wishes! You have 

come a long way from that initial intuition. As well as being present in Italy, you also work in other countries. Those who live in 

poverty are poor in everything, even medicine, and their health is therefore more vulnerable. At times they run the risk of not 

receiving treatment because of lack of money, or because some people in [some parts of] the world do not have access to 

certain medicines. There is also a “pharmaceutical marginality”, and this must be said. This creates a further gap between 

nations and between peoples. On an ethical level, if there is the possibility of curing a disease with a medicine, it should be 

available to everyone, otherwise it creates injustice. Too many people, too many children are still dying in the world because 

they are denied access to a medicine that is available in other regions, or a vaccine. We know the danger of the globalization of 

indifference. Instead, I propose globalizing the treatment, that is, the possibility for all populations to access those medicines 

that could save so many lives. In order to do this, joint effort and a convergence that involves everyone is required. And you are 

the example of this joint effort. I hope that scientific research can make progress in seeking new solutions to old and new 

problems. The work of so many researchers is valuable and represents a magnificent example of how human study and 

intelligence are able to develop, as far as possible, new paths of healing and care.                                                                                                                                                              

By supporting research and directing production, pharmaceutical companies can generously contribute to a more equitable 

distribution of medicine. Pharmacists are called upon to provide a service of care in close proximity to those who are most in 

need, and in science and conscience, they work for the integral good of those who turn to them. Through their legislative and 

financial choices, governments are also called upon to build a fairer world in which the poor are not abandoned or, worse still, 

discarded. The recent experience of the pandemic, in addition to a major health emergency in which almost one million people 

have already died, is turning into a serious economic crisis, which still results in poor people and families who do not know how 

to move forward. While charitable assistance is being provided, it is also a question of combating this pharmaceutical poverty, 

particularly with the widespread use of new vaccines in the world. I repeat that it would be sad if, in providing the vaccine, 

priority were given to the wealthiest, or if this vaccine became the property of this or that country, and was no longer for 

everyone. It must be universal, for all. Dear friends, thank you very much for your service to the weakest. Thank you for what 

you do. Medicine Collection Day is an important example of how generosity and the sharing of goods can improve our society 

and bear witness to that love in the neighborliness that the Gospel requires of us (cf. Jn 13:34). I bless all of you who are 

present here, and your families. I bless and ask God to bless all of you who, as the President said, are of different religions. But 

God is the Father of all, and I ask: God, bless all of you, your families, your work, your generosity. I ask you to pray for me. Thank 

you. The Holy Father received in audience members of the “Banco Farmaceutico” Foundation on the 20th anniversary of its 

founding. 



The Promotion of Peace: To promote truth as the power of peace means that we ourselves must make a constant effort not to 

use the weapons of falsehood, even for a good purpose. If sincerity - truth - with ourselves is to be securely maintained, we 

must make a patient and courageous effort to seek and find the higher and universal truth about man, in the light of which we 

shall be able to evaluate different situations, and in the light of which we shall be able to judge ourselves and our own sincerity. 

It is impossible to take up an attitude of doubt, suspicion, and skeptical relativism without very quickly slipping into insincerity 

and falsehood. Peace is threatened when uncertainty, doubt and suspicion reign, and violence makes good use of this. Do we 

really want peace? Then we must dig deep within ourselves and, going beyond the divisions we find within us and between us, 

we must find the areas in which we can strengthen our conviction that man's basic driving forces and the recognition of his real 

nature carry him towards openness to others, mutual respect, brotherhood and peace… St John Paul II 

A Thought For the Day                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sunday              Much of being a Christian is continually deciding to be one.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Monday            Begin where you are. It’s the only place you can begin.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Tuesday            In the ways of God, he who does not progress loses ground.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Wednesday      The poor want justice. The rich want mercy.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Thursday           It wasn’t the nails that held Jesus to the cross, but His love.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Friday                Remember: Jesus loves all the people you hate.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Saturday           If you are beautiful on the inside, you will shine on the outside! 

The Child’s Petition: Sunlight streaming over the altar, sun light shining on her hair, where the little girl kneeling, sent to heaven 

her fervent prayer; O Jesus, I love you. Come and help me in my need; I am here before your altar, to plead for my father's soul.  

I remember him so loving, coming home at the close of day, smiling there beside the fire, as he watched me at play. Now the 

house is sad and empty. My poor mother weeps at night, and her face...so sorrowful that was once bright with laughter.          

For he goes with bad companions to the town of Ballantrae and returns with stumbling footsteps when the dawn is breaking 

grey. O dear Jesus! Help him, keep him far from evil men, and the home so dark and lonely, make it bright and happy again. 

Sunlight streaming over the altar. Sunlight shining on her hair. A little girl is happy, and she bows her head in prayer. For beside 

her kneels the wanderer, saved from everlasting death, saved from sin and shame and sorrow by the power of love and faith. 

Faith: The Language of faith, whether it be that of the first Apostles or of a modern believer, contains an exclusive element: it 

claims a universal significance of a historical figure, Jesus of Nazareth. 

Prayer to Our Lady of Knock: Our Lady, Queen of Ireland, Mother of the Church, you came to Ireland with St Joseph, St John and 

the Spotless Lamb to bring consolation and hope to your people. Teach us to pray. Open our hearts to all in need. Lift us when 

we fall. Strengthen us when we lose heart. Comfort us when we are sick. Fill our lives with the praise of God. Look with a 

mother’s eyes upon your children. Grant us peace in our homes, in our hearts, in our land, and guide all nations in the way of 

peace. 

Show Me the Way: Lord Jesus, I am young, and the world is opening up before me. There are many paths I can take, help me 

choose the one that is right for me. In this world, I see so much beauty and so much pain living side by side. The beauty thrills 

me, but the pain, the injustice, the abuse, the sadness, disturbs me, So many people can only live half-lives, I feel a call to help 

you give real life to people, life to the full, But I do not see clearly the path you wish me to follow. Lead me gently there. 

There is Hope: You will forget your misery; you will remember it as waters that have passed away. And your life will be brighter 

than the noonday; the darkness will be like the morning. And you will have confidence, because there is hope; and you will be 

protected and take your rest in safety. The Book of Job 11:16-18 

In His Will is Our Peace                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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